
 

22 July 2021 

  

Alan Jope  

Chief Executive Officer  

Unilever PLC 

Unilever House  

100 Victoria Embankment  

London EC4Y 0DY 

United Kingdom 

 

Fax: +44 (0) 207 822 5252 

 

Re: Use of Ben & Jerry’s Name in Judea and Samaria 

 

Dear Mr. Jope, 

I am an Israeli attorney and the president of the Shurat HaDin Law Center in Tel 

Aviv, Israel. Our organisation is dedicated to safeguarding the world Jewish community 

and the State of Israel through legal actions and civil litigation in court systems around 

the globe.  

I write to inform your company of developments that have occurred and actions 

our organisation has implemented in the wake of Unilever PLC and Ben & Jerry’s 

outrageous decision to implement a boycott of the Jewish communities in Israel’s Judea 

and Samaria region, which you have labelled the “Occupied Palestinian Territories.” 

Your public announcement that Ben & Jerry’s will no longer conduct business in 

this area nor distribute its ice cream products there has serious legal implications, as you 

are no doubt aware. Your decision to commercially withdraw from these territories 

constitutes an abandonment of the Ben & Jerry’s trademark in those areas. In order to 

maintain trademark protection against others utilizing your name there must be a bona 

fide intent to conduct business in a specific region. You have publicly declared that your 

intent is to sever ties with this specific area evidencing the exact opposite of a bona fide 

intent to continue. As such, Unilever’s announced boycott of what you call “Occupied 



 

Palestine,” but which we understand is “a euphemism for areas where Jews live,” means 

that Ben & Jerry’s has abandoned trademark protections in that territory.  

This letter shall serve to formally notify you that the Shurat HaDin Law Center 

has now registered a commercial entity with the Israeli registry of corporations called 

“Judea and Samaria’s Ben & Jerry’s” (see attached). We intend to use the Ben & Jerry’s 

name, and match the Vermont company’s current ice cream line, as well as add on new 

flavours and products using locally-sourced ingredients and traditional spices and 

flavours of the region. We are confident we can expand the business into each and every 

community in the territory you have abandoned.  

We no longer consider Unilever nor the Vermont Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream 

company to have any right to utilise their previously-owned name in these territories, as 

you have publicly stated that you are withdrawing from there. We are now the lawful 

owners of the Ben & Jerry’s name in Judea and Samaria. 

Accordingly, we warn both Unilever and Ben & Jerry’s against utilising the Ben 

& Jerry’s name in these areas. We will actively and aggressively defend our Ben & 

Jerry’s name, rights, and trademarks in this area by all legal means.  

Unilever’s decision to boycott the Jewish communities in Judea and Samaria 

comes at a strange and inappropriate moment in history and is especially troubling to our 

organisation as it seems to be based on misinformation and inaccurate assumptions by 

your company. When the State of Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organisation entered 

into the Oslo Peace Accords in 1993 and 1995, there was a clear understanding that all 

decisions as to the territory to be controlled by both sides, governance of the populations 

on the ground, as well as the final borders awarded between each party, would only be 

decided by mutual negotiations between Israel and the Palestinian Authority. This 

process of negotiation of final borders between the parties, for myriad reasons, has stalled 

repeatedly and has never been concluded. As such, there has never been any conclusive 

decision made concerning who will finally own which territory and who will receive 

what in a final agreement. Accordingly, neither Unilever nor Ben & Jerry’s could 

possibly know what is “Occupied Palestinian Territory” versus Israeli territory, as Israel 

and the Palestinian Authority have not reached a final determination of this matter. There 

is no historical, rational, political, ethical or commercial reason for you to have targeted 

Jewish communities, but not Arab communities, at this time with a boycott. Your recent 



 

declaration concerning occupied territories and morality gives the impression that 

Unilever is ill-informed and dominated by an extremist political bent, which is 

remarkable for a publicly traded corporation of the size and stature of Unilever. 

Shurat HaDin Law Center views your actions as having been motivated by racist 

anti-Semitism that is radically escalating worldwide in the wake of the global pandemic. 

Unilever would be extremely hard pressed to explain its timing of its anti-Jewish boycott, 

which arrives just as the Biden Administration in Washington is embarking on a new and 

complex peace initiative between the parties. Unilever’s extremist political stunt hardly 

adds to efforts to settle this tragic conflict and ensure the safety and liberties of all the 

residents of the region.  

We note that while Unilever claims to be taking an ethical stance against what 

you declare is an immoral policy by Jews living in their communities in Israel, your 

company blatantly continues to conduct its full business in other territories deemed 

occupied by the international community and United Nations. These include Northern 

Cyprus, Western Sahara, Crimea, and Tibet. One can only wonder why Unilever believes 

it is moral to boycott Judea and Samaria while fully engaged in occupied Northern 

Cyprus? It can be only be surmised that one is home to a Jewish community and one is 

home to a Muslim Turkish population.  

In concluding, we once again warn both Unilever and the Vermont Ben & Jerry’s 

companies, that we are now operating Judea and Samaria’s Ben & Jerry’s in the 

territories you have abandoned. We intend to thrive in these areas where Ben & Jerry’s 

has left a void to advance its anti-Semitic policy and agenda. 

 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

 

Nitsana Darshan-Leitner, Esq. 



21/07/2021 הרבח םושירל  השקב 
( קוחה ןלהל   ) "ט-1999 נשתה תורבחה , קוחל  ףיעס 8 

הרבחל םיעצומ  תומש 

הנושאר תופידעב  םש 

הינש תופידעב  םש 

תישילש תופידעב  םש 

תיעיבר תופידעב  םש 

השקב רצוי  / שיגמ

תבותכ יטרפ 

 – היהי לארשיב  הלש  םושרה  דרשמה  ןעמ  רשא  תורבחה , םשר  ול  םיכסיש  רחא  םשב  וא  ליעל  רכזנכ  םשב  הרבח  םושרל  תוינמה  ילעב  רובע  תשקבמ  / שקבמ

הרבחה לש  םושרה  דרשמה  ןעמ 

ראוד חולשמל  תבותכ 

תימשרה תבותכל  ההז  חולשמל  תבותכ 

הרבחה לע  םיטרפ  ןלהל 

םש
: תירבעב

"מ עב ןורמושו  הדוהי  סיר  דנא ג' :ןב  תילגנאב JUDAEA AND SAMRIA BEN & JERRY'Sםש 
L.T.D

םש
: תירבעב

"מ עב ןורמושו  הדוהי  סיר -  דנא ג' :ןב  תילגנאב JUDAEA AND SAMRIA - BEN & JERRY'Sםש 
L.T.D

םש
: תירבעב

"מ עב ןורמושו  הדוהי  סיר :  דנא ג' :ןב  תילגנאב JUDAEA AND SAMRIA : BEN & JERRY'Sםש 
L.T.D

םש
: תירבעב

: תילגנאב םש 

ינא
: םותחה

םת : ןתיא  36061430.ז.ת

: ןיעהריע :שאר  :םיאיבנהבוחר :30תיב :הסינכ :הריד המוק

: :4804033דוקימ לצא

: :052-4316816ןופלט ףסונ :לט ' סקפ

תבותכ
"ל: אוד

eitantam.law@gmail.com: רתא

: קרבריע :ינב  :הדצמבוחר :9תיב :הסינכ :הריד המוק

: :5120109דוקימ ןידהלצא תרוש  תתומע 

: :03-7514175ןופלט ףסונ :052-6321236לט ' סקפ

תבותכ
"ל: אוד

or@israellawcenter.org: רתא

: הרבח גוויסתילארשיגוס 
: הרבח

תיטרפ :הרבח  רוביצה תלעותל  :אלהרבח  אלתיתלשממ



הרבחה תוליעפ  רואת 

תוינמ ןוה  בכרה 

תוינמ תאצקהו  תוינמ  ילעב 

תבותכ יטרפ 

םירוטקריד

תוירחא
ילעב

: תוינמ

תלבגומ

ןפוא
: הלבגהה

תרטמ
: הרבחה

יקוח קוסיע  לכב  קוסעל 

רואת
: הרטמ

םוחת
: קוסיע

תוהמ
: קוסיעה

: ןוה בוקנגוס  ךרע  תולעב  תוינמ 

ןוה ךס 
: םושר

שדח110000.00 לקש 
ןוה ךס 

: הצקומ
שדח1010.00 לקש 

הינמ בוקנגוס  עבטמךרע  תוינמגוס  םושרתומכ  ןוה  הצקומךס  ןוה  הצקומתומכ  ןוה  ךס 

שדח1תוליגר 10000010000010001000לקש 

שדח0.01תוליגר 100000010000100010לקש 

ירקיה רוא 

: יוהיז ילארשיגוס  :חרזא  יוהיז 300040268רפסמ 

: ןיעהריע :שאר  יולהבוחר :הדוהי  :39תיב :הסינכ :הריד המוק

: :4803341דוקימ ירקיהלצא רוא 

: :052-6321236ןופלט ףסונ :לט ' סקפ

תבותכ
"ל: אוד

or@israellawcenter.org: רתא

הקזחה הינמגוס  תיצקומגוס  תפתושמתומכ  הקזחהב  תוינמ  ילעב 

1הליגר שדח /  לקש   1000תוליגר / 

0.01הליגר שדח /  לקש   1000תוליגר / 



תבותכ יטרפ 

ספוטב ןזוה  אל  יללכה - להנמה 

ספוטב ןזוה  אל  קוחל -  ףיעס 39  יפל  חוויד ךמסומ  הרשמ  אשונ 

ספוטב ןזוה  אל  םיחוויד - לע  הנוממ 

ספוטב ןזוה  אל  לכנמס -

ספוטב ןזוה  אל  ןובשח - האור 

םיפרוצמה םיכמסמה 

דיחי תרבח  ןונקת 

תוינמ ילעב  תרהצה 

םירוטקריד תרהצה 

יללכ וא  רחא 

םויב 21/07/2021 תולועפה  רתאב  ודלקוהו  וחווד  הז  ספוטב  םינותנה  .םידיגאתה  תושרבש  תורבחה  םשר  תדיחי  לש  תולועפה  רתא  תכרעממ  תיטמוטוא  ללוח  הז  ספוט 
.תיתלשממ תוהדזה  םכח /  סיטרכ  תועצמאב  םת  ןתיא  ע"י 

.הלועפ עוציבל  ימשר  רושיא  הז  ספוטב  תוארל  ןיא 

ירקיה רוא 

: יוהיז ילארשיגוס  :חרזא  יוהיז 300040268רפסמ 

: ןיעהריע :שאר  יולהבוחר :הדוהי  :39תיב :הסינכ :הריד המוק

: :4803341דוקימ ירקיהלצא רוא 

: :ןופלט ףסונ :לט ' סקפ

תבותכ
"ל: אוד

: רתא

: יונימ \ ךיראת  הנוהכ םויס  ךיראת 
: הרסה
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